Appl. No. 10/690,757 

Amendment dated: January 31, 2007 

Reply to OA of: October 16, 2006 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 (currently amended). A vacuum cleaner comprising: 

a first dirt separation unit having a first inlet port through which a suction air 
stream including dirt particles is introduced thereinto; and 

a second dirt separation unit having a second inlet port through which the air 
stream introduced in the first dirt separation unit is introduced into the second dirt 
separation, 

wherein the first and the second inlet port are disposed not to face each other^ 

and 

wherein a filter is installed on the second inlet port of the second dirt separation 

unit. 



2(original). A vacuum cleaner comprising: 

a first dirt separation unit having a first inlet port through which a suction air 
stream including dirt particles is introduced thereinto; 

a second dirt separation unit having a second inlet port through which the air 
stream introduced into the first dirt separation unit is introduced into the second dirt 
separation; and 

an electric blower for generating the suction air stream, 

wherein the second dirt separation unit communicates with the electric blower 
through a first communication opening and the first dirt separation unit communicates 
with the electric blower through a second communication opening. 

3(canceled). 
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4(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 2, wherein a filter is installed on each 
of the second inlet port of the second dirt separation unit, the first communication 
opening and the second communication opening. 

5(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 4, wherein a mesh size of the filter 
installed on the first communication opening is equal to or less than that of the filter 
installed on the second inlet port of the second dirt separation unit. 

6(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 4, wherein a mesh size of the filter 
installed on the second communication opening is equal to or less than that of the filter 
installed on the second inlet port of the second dirt separation unit. 

7(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 , wherein a guide member is provided 
for circulating the air stream introduced into the first dirt separation unit. 

8(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 , wherein the first dirt separation unit 
separates dirt particles from the air stream by using a centrifugal force thereof. 

9(currently amended). Th e vacuum clean e r of c l a i m 1, furth e r compr i sing A 
vacuum cleaner comprising: 

a first dirt separation unit having a first inlet port through which a suction air 
stream including dirt particles is introduced thereinto: 

a second dirt separation unit having a second inlet port through which the air 
stream introduced in the first dirt separation unit is introduced into the second dirt 
separation: and 

a dirt collecting cover having a first communication opening which 
communicates with the second dirt separation unit, the dirt collecting cover being 
disposed on a downstream side of the second dirt separation unit, wherein the dirt 
collecting cover is detachably connected to the second dirt separation unit, 
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wherein the first and the second inlet port are disposed not to face each other . 

10(currently amended). The vacuum c le an e r of claim 0, A vacuum cleaner 
comprising: 

a first dirt separation unit having a first inlet port through which a suction air 
stream including dirt particles is introduced thereinto: and 

a second dirt separation unit having a second inlet port through which the air 
stream introduced in the first dirt separation unit is introduced into the second dirt 
separation. 

wherein the first and the second inlet port are disposed not to face each other. 

wherein the first dirt separation unit separates dirt particles from the air stream 
by using a centrifugal force thereof, and 

wherein the first dirt separation unit has a plurality of accumulation sections in 
which dirt particles separated are accumulated. 

1 1 (original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 0, wherein dirt particles separated in 
the first dirt separation unit are accumulated in the respective accumulation sections 
depending on their densities. 

1 2(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 1 , wherein the first dirt separation unit 
has a high-dense dirt accumulation section in which dirt particles of high density 
separated from the suction air stream therein are accumulated, and a low-dense dirt 
accumulation section in which dirt particles of low density separated from the suction 
air stream therein are accumulated, the high-dense dirt accumulation section being 
located farther from the first inlet port of the first dirt separation unit than the low-dense 
dirt accumulation section. 

1 3(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 1 , wherein the second dirt separation 
unit has an outer wall portion defining a substantially circular space, and an inner wall 
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portion for circulating the suction air stream including dirt particles is disposed along the 
outer wall portion. 

14(currently amended). A vacuum cleaner comprising: 
an electric blower for generating a suction air stream; 

a suction inlet unit for suctioning dirt particles by the suction air stream; and 
a dirt collecting unit for separating and trapping the dirt particles from the suction 
air stream, wherein the dirt collecting unit includes a bulky dirt containing chamber 
having an inlet port through which the suction air stream from the suction inlet unit is 
introduced thereinto and a fine dirt separation chamber for separating from the suction 
air stream dirt particles passing through the bulky dirt containing chamber^ 

wherein the bulky dirt containing chamber communicates with the fine dirt 
separation chamber through a filter . 

15(canceled). 

16(currently amended). The vacuum cleaner of claim [[15]]t4, wherein the fine 
dirt separation chamber is a centrifugal separation chamber in which dirt particles are 
centrifugally separated from the suctioning air stream. 

17(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 14, further comprising a dirt containing 
chamber including the bulky dirt containing chamber for accommodating dirt particles 
separated by the bulky dirt trapping member and a fine dirt containing chamber for 
accommodating dirt particles separated in the fine dirt separation chamber, and a dirt 
containing chamber lid openably covering the dirt containing chamber, wherein when 
the dirt containing chamber lid is opened, the bulky dirt containing chamber and the fine 
dirt containing chamber are simultaneously opened to outside. 

18(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 2, wherein a filter is installed on the 
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second inlet port of the second dirt separation unit. 

1 9(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 2, wherein a guide member is provided 
for circulating the air stream introduced into the first dirt separation unit. 

20(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 2, wherein the first dirt separation unit 
separates dirt particles from the air stream by using a centrifugal force thereof. 

21 (original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 2, further comprising a dirt collecting 
cover having the first communication opening which communicates with the second dirt 
separation unit, the dirt collecting cover being disposed on a downstream side of the 
second dirt separation unit, wherein the dirt collecting cover is detachably connected 
to the second dirt separation unit. 

22(original). The vacuum cleaner of claim 2, wherein the second dirt separation 
unit has an outer wall portion defining a substantially circular space, and an inner wall 
portion for circulating the suction air stream including dirt particles is disposed along the 
outer wall portion. 

23(currently amended). The vacuum cleaner of claim [[1 5]]14, further comprising 
a dirt containing chamber including the bulky dirt containing chamber for 
accommodating dirt particles separated by the bu l ky d i rt trapp i ng m e mber filter and a 
fine dirt containing chamber for accommodating dirt particles separated in the fine dirt 
separation chamber, and a dirt containing chamber lid openably covering the dirt 
containing chamber, wherein when the dirt containing chamber lid is opened, the bulky 
dirt containing chamber and the fine dirt containing chamber are simultaneously opened 
to outside. 



